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5 A R G U M E N'T. 
N Exhortation to 1 A Suppli- 


/ \ cation to Charity for its efficacious influ- 


| ence, EvanDER leaves his Maſter, begins 
buſineſs for himſelf ; and ſoon after marries. Is 
unexpectedly called upon by his Creditors, but un- 
able to remit the ſums, aplies to MAIL rus for re- 
lief; vcho lends him ſufficient to diſcharge his debts ; 
is called upon again by other Creditors, again has 
* recourſe to Manirtivs ; who ſupplies him with 
. more than he is able to repay at the time appointed. 
A Mrs R being informed of EvanDER's neceſſi- 
tous circumſtances, offers to furniſh him. with a 
conſiderable ſum for an unlimited time, which he 
-** _ accepts, The M1iszR hearing of the decreaſe of 
EvANDER's ſtock in trade, demands payment the 
next morning, contrary to EvANDER's expectation; 
and threatens him with ruin if he is diſappointed, 
EvANDER is again obliged to implore Manitivs 
for his aid, who aſſiſts him, fixes no time, but 
© generouſly leaves the payment of it to his leiſure ; 
and cautions him, if poſſible always to preſerve 
his credit. EvANDER then haſted to the MistR, 
who eagerly received the loan, 
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BOOK THE FIRST. 


* NUN S the parch'd glebe the n rain 
1 | imbibes, | (A 
X F Which in ſoft ſhow'rs the homer clouds 
MIXX diſtill, | „ 
Earth's cruſted ſurface with its lucid ab hn 
| To ſoften; and, by their productive POW r, Arn 
To facilitate the birth of ſpiral graſs, 5 
ba 2 62 „ 
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Of infor flowrs, whoſe variegated aye,” . San Yes 
With brilliant luſtre ſweetly . embelliſm. 


So, Juvenis, ſo may your ductile mind 
Receive the fair impreſſion ; and retain  _ 
Th illuſtrious virtues of Maxilius breaſt: | 1 
Oh! may they ever flouriſh in your ſoul, 

And decorate each action of your life. 

But chiefly what this Eſſay would delineate, | 

The grace of comprehenſive Charity, 

Which in its boſom many more include; 

That flux of bounty from th' exhauſtleſs ſource, - 

That vaſt extenſive and diffuſive good 

Which wins, endears, and captivates the man: 

Heav'ns neareſt, beſt reſemblance here below ; 
Whoſe influential pow'r exhalts the foul 

To its firſt eſſence, love ineffable, 

Borne hence on ſoft compaſſion's ſoaring wing. 


| Attradtive, ſweet, communicative grace, 5 
Which imperceptibly, thy vot'ries binds 

In love's delightful chain with God and man; 

As by a ſecret ligature conjoin dd 


And inter woven with affection' 8 thread; 1 
Like 


— 


c HARACTER or MANILIUS. 


Like that which bleſs'd celeſtial ſpirits move 
With ardent wiſhes, with inflam'd deſires, 
T” enlarge if poſlible, each other's bliſs, 
To the great glory af th eternal mind, 
Whoſe acts beneficent, they then tranſcribe : 
Thou lively, lovely lineament of heav'n, 
The ſignature of man's affinity | 
To the ſupreme, communicative good; 
Who with complacency his likeneſs views. 
From thee may one commiſerating ray, 
Invigorate, and warm a ſuppliant breaſt, 
Like that which lately in MaxILIus ſhone. 


 EvanDER from his ſervitude releas'd ; 
Purkzne to th' advice of boaſted friends; . 
With a ſmall capital advanc'd, embark'd, 
And launched out into the ſea of trade : 
Then quickly took a partner to his bed. 
The clam'rous duns ſoon interrupt their peace, 
Demand full payment on a deſtin'd day. 
Unable of himſelf to reimburſe, 
And ſatisfy th* ungen'rous creditors, 
In thought his whole acquaintance he ſurvey'd , 
Where in i the throng Mail ius ſtraight occur'd, 


Elate | 


* ” 
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| Elate with "a W fluſh'd, 
To meet with a deliverer in hin; 
His diſpoſition courteous, and 1 | 
Seem' d to preſage benevolence of mind; 
Till riſing fears ſuppreſs'd the groundleſs thought, 
Bound by no promiſe, no pre-engagement, | 
No facred ties of friendſhip to aſſiſt. | 
What ſhould induce him to ſupport the weak, 
The tott'ring man, and reſcue him from ruin, 
By friends deſerted, and with want oppreſs d 2 

He heſitates - reflects then thinks again, 
His caſe admits not of a long delay; . 
Some ſpeedy ſuccour he muſt ſeek to find. 


Reſolves at laſt, and to Marte -haſtes ; 
To whom with freedom he unfolds the whole. 
| Pity, that gen'rous-inmate.of his breaſt, 
Without reluctance, or the leaft demur, 
Unty'd the bag, and lent what he deſir'd. 
Himſelf ſhall nominate and fix the day, 
The time's agreed—arives—the loan's repaid 
With the ſincereſt thanks, a joyous heart, 
And grateful tongue, with language could expreſs. 
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How ſhort a reſpite ſcanty ſums afford cg 
From future want, EVANDER can atteſt, | wo 
Time, pregnant time, big with th' event of things 
The ſecondary fource of good or ill; f 
The ſpring of human cauſes, and effects; 
Midwife, which gives our weak conceptions birth, 
And brings to light the ſecrets of the ſoul, | 
Diſplays the various workings of the nth 
The teſt of friendſhip, virtue's greateſt proof, 
Ere long the man with a new ſtorm moleſts, 
With freſh threats, invades his tranquil hours, 
And clouds the welcome dawn of peace within. 
To whom for ſuccour ſhall he make addreſs ? 
For inſtant ſhelter whom ſolicit now, 
To fave him from afflictions' gath'ring cloud? 
Embolden'd by the former timely aid, 
Th' experienced kindneſs of Mar1Ltvs hand, 
To him for ſafety and protection fled. 
And was with the ſame promptitude reliev'd. 
The time again for payment was _—_— 
But not with punctuality obſery'd. EN 
The day arriv'd but no remittance * 
His word was broken, and whole weeks elaps'd 
Ere his return; then paid a feantling ſum 7) es 
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A fall efling mojety to his friend, 
For which defect the various reaſons giv'n, 
Were readily admitted, and approv'd. 
Himſelf in trade, the diſappointments knew, 
Which, the beſt purpoſes of men, ſubyert,. 
Built on the baſis of another's will, 

No diſcompoſure in his mien appear d, 
The mark of an offended angry mind. 
No—his lenient diſpoſition pleaded 

A pardon with himſelf for ſuch offence, 

Not ftraiten'd were his bowels but enlarg'd ; 
That channel where the ſtream of pity flow'd, 
Was now made more capacious by its courſe ; 
Whoſe gentle current ſwell'd into a ſurge, 

Which knew no limits, but thro' want of pow'r, 

Its comprehenſive wiſh to all extends 

| Who are the ſons of penury, and want; 
And with a copious hand would all relieve, 
But chiefly thoſe, by aſſiduity, | 
Sobriety, and temp'rance diſtinguiſh'd : 

For by each gen'rous and benignant act, 

The ſoul's exalted to a nobler pitch 
Of liberality z which more and more 

Gains on the will, and by a ſecret force 


Excites | 


Buch then EvxAxpER was, his family 


/ 
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Excites the man his bleſſings to diſpenſe, 502 
On objects worthy his regard, and care.. 


Increaſing and increas'd, protection claim'd 
From ſome munificent, and bounteous hand 
Willing his treaſure as a loan to riſque - 
With one who then no capital could boaſt, 


Ere late diſquietudes were well remov'd, 
And anxious thoughts ſubſided in his breaſt; 
A MammMonisr, a penurious vaſſal, 
Link'd in affection to the golden wedge; 
Who for a time unlimited, had lent 
The ſplendid earth, on an emergent cauſe ; 
Profeſſing friendſhip, and a great regard. 
But when he thought his ſtock in the decline 
Quick as an Eagle darts upon the prey, 
Accoſts him with impatience, and demands 
Without delay full payment to be made. 
Struck with th' unexpected, haſty ſummons, 
 Evanbu ſpeechleſs for ſome moments ſtood z 
Then falt'ring begg'd for reſpite, but in vain; 
With threats tyrannic, and an awful frown, 
He blaſts all hope of patience on default 
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Checks the ſoft pleadings of the gath'ring tears, 
Ready to deluge, and o 'erflow their bounds, 


Yet furious as he was, within his breaſt 
Commiſſerating thoughts began to move 
Some feeble efforts of humanity : 

Whoſe infant languors wanted but a ſmile, 
A kind reception, from th internal pow'rs 
The mind to win, and to compliance form 
Reluctant paſſions, and rebate their rage. 
Whoſe language more emphatically moves 
The mind, not quite averſe to nature's calls; 


1s more perſuaſive, far more eloquent, 


Than the moſt pow'rful rhetoric of words, 
Deliver'd with the moſt affecting voice. 

Twas all too little for the deaf*ning car, 
For then the wretched, the degen'rate man, 
Ev'n then committed an unnat'ral act; 

An act, which curb'd with unrelenting rage 
The weak conceptions of the yielding breaſt: 
That act, which with barbarity repuls'd 

The fellow-feelings of another's woe; 

The ſecret pleadings of his inmoſt ſoul, 


And with relentleſs violence, ſuppreſs'd 
+4 — The 


— 
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The filent ſtruggles of a friendly eye 


To ſpare the needy, and ſupport the weak, 
By a tenacious avaricious thought, 
The fear of having his vaſt ſum decreasd.— 


His hard'ning heart inexorable grown, 
Regardleſs of the ſuff*rings of the juſt ; 


Fierce as the flaſh that blaſts the branching tree, 
He frown'd deſpair into the penſive mind; 
| Enlarg'd the burthen of affliction's load 
And made the man more wretched than before : 


Such is the friendſhip gralping miſers ſhew. 


Depreſs'd with anxious and corroſive care, 


Not knowing where t' advance the full demand, 
55 And ſilence the loud clamours of his dun, 


Ere next day's ſun gain'd its meridian height, 
The longeſt time allotted to diſcharge 


The ſplendid loan; the treaſure to remit 

Beyond which period if he ſhould defer, 

To bear the beauteous object to his ſight, 
(The burniſh'd clay that ſov'reign of his ſoul, 
His ultimate delight, his greateſt good, 


The ſole foundation of each deep laid ſcheme, 
The ſource, the center of his ſolid joys : 


C 2 | From 
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From whence they flow and unto which they tend 
Whoſe magnetic pow'r each thought commands; 
Whoſe charms ideal - whoſe illuſtrious blaze, 

a Warms ev'ry wiſh, and animates his breaſt; 
Becomes the hinge on which his actions turn, 8 
With which he meant his canvaſs bag to fwell, 

And ſtretch with yellow duſt the coarſe ſpun threads, 
Till by accumulated ſums one more 

Would ſoon be added to the num'rous hoard.) 


) 


Then was the rigour of the law decreed 
By the ſtern churl, to be the ſuppliant's doom. 
In ſpite of all the ſtruggles of remorſe, 
The ſecret pleadings of humanity, 
Whilſt thus in favour of his wealth he reaſon'd. 
That fond forbearance, thoſe ties of friendſhip, 
The ſilent whiſpers for another's good; 
Theſe innate motions to ſuſpend the ſtroke, 
« The fatal ſtroke, which will effect his ruin 
« Should he th' allotted time let flip, and not 
« With punctuality the hour attend; | 
% Whence haye they their riſe what's their tendency ? 
* What mean they if obeyed ?—what's the refult ? 
w Are they not bars to my * of wealth? 
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4 Checks to my budding hope of preſent gain, 

« Which damp the fervors of my zeal for gold ? ? 

« Oh animating ! oh endearing word ! 

« Gold how attractive, grateful is the ſound, 

« How ſweetly on the tympanum it ſtrikes, 

How pow'rful is th impreſſion there it makes, 

* 66 By which into my breaſt it penetrates, 

« Mingles, with my ſpirit, charms my fancy, 

« And by its efficacious influence 

« Affects, and op'rates on my nobleſt pow rs, 

* It ſelf diffuſing over all my frame! 

> Thus it becomes as *twere another ſelf 

« Part of my ſoul, and centers in my heart. 

« Hence then ye ſentiments of tenderneſs, 

« Ye bubblings of commiſeration hence; 

Far from my boſom in an inſtant fly, 

« Haſte, wing, your paſſage to ſome gen'rous mind; 

The mind accuſtom'd to benevolence; 

With diffuſive, open hand, to laviſh 

* The dear delightful treaſure from the bag; 

That glitt'ring gold his predeceſſors gain'd : 

Fhere ſeek a reſidence, be there indulg d; 

2 For with unſhaken reſolution armd, 

Deaf to your ſtrongeſt advocates to ſpare ; 
2 | * To 
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« To let. ſuch pilf'ring ebullitions live 

That would bereave me of my 3 | 
And thwart my projects to augment my ſtore, 
I'll trace you to your moſt retir'd receſs, 

The very embryo, the riſe of thought, 
And tear you thence, or ſtifle and ſuppreſs | 

« Your earlieſt ſtruggles in conception's womb.” 


Such are the miſer's reas' nings and reſolves, 
With which he thwarts the purpoſes of heaven; 
Diſclaims allegiance to th' omnipotent, 
Refuſes to reſemble the ſupreme, 

And blots his image in the human breaſt. 


EvaAaNnDER, conſcious of his late default, 
Abaſh'd with the reflection of th* arrear, 
The diſappointment of his worthy friend, 
Curb'd the ſuggeſtion of a new addreſs , 
Yet knew not in the preſent exigence 
Another near, to mitigate his woes z 
To ſtop the torrent of avidity ; . 
Avert the fatal ſtroke, th' impending blow, 
And ſhield him from th' inclement miſer's graſp, 
Time would not then admit of long delay 

Te * | To 
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To try the conſtancy of friends remote; 

Short was the date, and urgent the demand. 
Diſorder'd as he was, and half confus'd, 

He bent his ſteps to ſeek Manitivs aid, 

Who not without emotion heard the tale, 

Th' inexorable wretch, diſpleaſure mov'd, 

Who had extinguiſh'd kind affection's fire 

By the ſuppreſſion of each tender thought; 

Each ſoft endearing ſentiment within, 

| Himſelf of that characteriſtic robb'd, 

That reverential, that diſtinguiſh'd badge, 
Which ſhould denominate him a human. 

Think how Manir1vs then affected was; 

His bowels yearn'd with pity for Evanpes, 
Whoſe ſuff rings were how greatly then enhanc'd . 
When in his penſive throbbing breaſt he view'd | 
The direful, the calamitous event, | 
Which threaten'd with inextricable griefs, 

T' involve a virtuous, and a tender wife | 
With their ſmall helpleſs offspring in diſtreſs.— 
The ſum enquired—which when Evanpsr nam'd, 
Swift as a feather'd Arrow to the mark | 
Withour intreaty haſted to the gold et arcs ) 
Then with an open, and a lib'ral hand 


He lent him to the full of what he ow'd ; 
|. Rejoic'd he was enabled to do good, 


To deliver one in thought devoted, 
To become a ſacrifice to mammon, 
To ſtill the raging of affliction's waves, 
To bid the fluctuating paſſions ceaſe, 


And in the troubled breaſt command a calm. 
No time for payment of the ſum was fix d, 


On the moſt gen'rous, favourable terms, 
Th' induſtrious indigent was then diſmiſs'd 
With this propoſal by Max1Lwvs made; 
That for the future all returns to him 

Be paid in moieties, at ſuch ſeaſons 

As with his credit beſt ſhould correſpond, 


Credit, the baſis, and ſupport of trade, 
That efficacious ſpring, which moves 
As in ſome vaſt machine inferior ſprings, 
And to remoteſt realms its pow'r expands, 


Credit, the life of commerce, its ſubſtance, 


Its moſt eſſential property, its ſoul. 

But of that influential aid depriy'd , 

Of that effective operative good, | 
By ſome malevolent and ſland'rous foe ;,— 


2 
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As by a baleful and deſtructive blight, 

The promis'd plenty of the year decays; 
The tender fruits and whiten'd bloſſoms die; 
So ſtagnates all commercial intercourſe, 

The full blown * of future Sain's deſtroy* d. 


Be cautious then, that treaſure to preſerve, 
Which will hereafter, be your firm ſupport ; 
Will be a prop, when other ſuccours fail, 
And indiſtreſs a ready friend procute. 
| Life excepted; credit is the greateſt, 

Moſt valuable bleſſing man enjoys 

On this.vaſt theatre, this active ſcene, 

As from tho effects *twere eaſy to deduce ; 
But ſince *tis obvious to each thinking mind; 
The ſelf. atteſted truth in ſilence wave, 5 
With this repeated admonition, that 

Fo keep 1 it as the _ of you eye, 


Evanves furniſh'd with the Dink duſt, 

: Exulting, haſted to repay the loin 

Ere ſleep the wakeful MiszR's lids had clos'd. 

As ſoon as he beheld the glitt ring gold, 

A chearful ſmile his wrinkled forehead ſmoorh'd, 
| D 
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And pleaſure round his meagre viſage play'd 3 
 Dwelt in his eyes, and lodg'd upon his lips ; 
From whence a ſtream of ſoft expreſſions flow'd, 

Kind as the voice of friendſhip's ſelf could ſpeak. 

To him, the ſum his ready fingers drew, 

Till all was told the calculation made 
Twas right—then ſeiz d, with eager graſp, the dear, 
The burniſh'd, flaming, captivating clay, 

Which he with care committed to the bag. 

And that ſecur'd, by a ſtrong artful lock, 

Such as the pilf ring robber could not pick, 

And ſtronger than a ſingle arm could break— 

Straight a receipt in full was ſign'd—and giv'n— 

From threaten'd ills EvAx RR to protect; 

Who, with a courteous air, th' acquittance took, 
Was then with complaiſance and pleaſing ſmiles, 
With external marks of friendſhip honour'd, 

To the. door at parting was conducted, 

And with great affability diſmiſs'd, 


As when a captive from confinement freed, 
Buy ſome benevolent and gen'rous mind, 
(Bent to relieve and ſuccour the diſtreſs'd, 
To reſcue one whom av'rice had decreed 


To 
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Jo fall a victim to its rav'nous thought ; 

To fave by timely intervenient aid 

The helpleſs deſtin'd by the rig'rous law, 

To ſuffer all the woes it would inflict,) 

is benefactor's praiſe with joy extols, | 
And heav'n invokes for bleſſings on his head. 


So ſtreams of pleaſure in that boſom flow'd, 
Where late diſquietudes, and anxious cares, 
Griefs of uncommon magnitude had dwelt ; 
And with their vaſt depreſſive pond'rous weight, 
The ſpirit ſunk into a gulph of woe. 
But by reflecting on the danger paſt, 
On his deliv'rance, and indemnity 
From an impatient prowling miſer's pow'r; 
A flood of joy in his calm breaſt aroſe, 
Mix'd with a ſtream of gratitude and praiſe 
To heav'n, and his much lov'd friend Mantuvs 
Whoſe diſpoſition to beneſicence, 
Whoſe diſintereſted views in active life 
Were ſo conſpicuous, and apparent, | 
On common virtues ſuch a radiance caſt, 
And with a luſtre ſo reſplendent ſhone, 


Da 
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As juſtly rank'd him in the higheſt claſs, 
The farſt degree of ratianals below. 


| Admir'd, reſpected, and diftinguiſh'd thus 
He gain'd th' affection and applauſe of all. 
But chiefly of Evanvzx's joyous breaſt, 
Who in reflexion wond'ring view'd the man, 
And thought his animated vehicle 
Was with a more exalted foul endow'd 
A ſpirit of more excellence and worth, 
Than any human he before had known, 
Such were the ſecret whiſpers of his breaſt, 
And ſuch the language of his thankful heart, 
For thus he reaſon'd in his raptur'd mind. 


«* Self-evident's the truth, it muſt be ſo— 
« From that unmerited regard, thoſe marks 
Of its afſimilation to its ſource, 


* That friendſhip, thoſe repeated favours ſhewn 


« To one who nothing had, but indigence, 
No other cauſe, ſuch actions to produce, 
He no retaliation could expect 

* From exigence, from poverty itſelf, 

F＋To bid the ſprings of ſoft emotion flow, 


To - 
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« To melt his bowels into tenderneſs ; 8 


« To plead for pity, and compaſſion move. . 


*« No—his complacency in doing good 

« Excited, in his mind, the tender thought, 
Then cloath'd it with the voluntary act: 

Compaſſion's ſelf, did for compaſſion plead, 

+ Brought into being ſympathetic care 


"i Cheriſh'd the kind concern, and gave it birth, 


a Touch'd with a ſenſe of grief for others woes, 
« His gen'rous heart commiſeration ll'd 
„Pill with the yearnings of humanity, 

4 It like a ruſhing torrent ſwell'd fo high 

„ Within the limits of a bounteous wiſh, 

« Tt could not be contain'd, but overflow'd, 
And brake the bounds in acts benevolent," 


Thus with uplifted ſoul, his praiſe was ſung 
In the ſtill accents of th' exulting breaſt, 
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THE 


ARGUMENT. 


OF THE. 


EA BOOK. 


\HE Character of MaAnttive, who re- 
flets on the Troubles he is liable to, 
whoſe ſole dependance is upon others þ 
and the treachery of EVA VDA“ profeſſed friends, 
A deſcant upon Charity the happineſs reſulting 
from it, which the Mtsx is unacquainted with, 
EvANDER is again reduced to a great ſtrait, who, | 
through his inability to repay MAN1L1Us any part 
of the former debt, is for ſome time, by tha. con- 
ſciouſneſs, diſcouraged from having recourſe to 
him, yet is at laſt obliged to goz who, when he 
hears of his diſtreſs, — ſupplies him, not- 
withſtanding the arrears, EvANDER, tranſported 
with the- generoſity, voluntarily makes over all 

his effects to MawiL ius, who, importuned by 
him, accepts it, but without any intention of 
a rigorous execution of the Law. Manitivs 
being informed of EvanpxR's diligence and fru- 
5 gality, but incapacity to leſſen the ſum, after keep- 
ing it upwards of ſix years, returned the ſecurity, 
for which Evanpzs, overcome with joy, was 


leto return him ſufficient thanks. 
d B O OK 


0 23 1 x 80 
vn cstienhnx- 


BOOK the SECOND. 


ANIL 1 US in affe&ion aifengag't 
From delights corporeal, and deceptive z 
From temp'ral joys ; with a looſe attachment 
Purſu'd the periſhable things of earth, = 4 
Whoſe moſt exalted, moſt ſubſtantial bliſs ; 
| Whoſe boaſted pow'r to pleaſe the craving will, 
To fill the void in ev'ry human breaſt, 
ls but illuſion, and a falſe pretence. 
For their endearing, captivating charms, _ = 
Are greatly aided by th' ideal pow'rs 
Brighten'd in warm imagination's beams, 
Which to their ſplendor add the greater glow, 
With a ſuperior luſtre make them ſhine, | 
And each enjoyment with their rays embelliſh. 


* * 


Thus are external objects, from within 
So decorated by the treach'rous heart, e 
That with the ſpecious ſhew of preſen t good ks — wal 
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Th' aſfections are miſplac'd, the judgment errs, 
The will, thro' the deceit, conſents to act 
With all the vehemence, and precipitance 

Embodied minds can into error ruſh, 

But when diveſted of the fallacy, 

When mental faculties, due order keep 

When each performs the taſk at firſt enjoin'd, 

Moves in its ſphere, with regularity. 

And ſeldom from the rule of duty ſtrays ; 

Which when it does, with penitence ſincere 

Th' affected ſoul, for the paſt failure mourns: 

With greater circumſpection then reſolves 

With more vigilance to protect her pow'rs 

Againſt th' attacks of all promiſſory, 

Unſatisfying, and ſuppoſed good; 

The paſſions with more diligence reſtrains, 

' Left they ſhould deviate from the path preſerib'd. 


For things, perceptible to ſenſe, appear'd 
In their true light to him, without the veil 
Of thought to hide their imperfections, and 
Were in futurity's perſpective view'd | 
Were in the balance of right reaſon weigh'd. - b » 

| That great tepidity, and diſeſteem, 


5 


Becoming 
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Becoming one, who, for conveniency, 
More than delight, theſe temporaries uſed z 
His ſentiments of their intrinſic wort, 
And diſregard to all the baits of ſenſe, 
Declar'd his mind, on nobler objects fix'd , 
On unſeen treaſures, and on joys ſeraphic. 
Elſe why ſo negligent of theſe ? for he, 
The lib'ral, munificent MAxILius, 

Thus on EvAxpER, and his family, 
With a ſpirit, truly great, reflected. 


To what ſolicitude, and anxious care, 
To what afflictive griefs, is he expos'd, 
Whoſe capital in trade alone depends 
On others humours, and capricious wills ? 


On a ſhort ſummons to repay the loan, 
And be depreſs'd with a vaſt weight of woe, 
Superior far, to what he would have known, 
But for ſuch tott'ring, and unſtable props, 
Such treach'rous men, whoſe voice blandiloquent 
Expreſs'd a language foreign to the heart; 
| The frequent efflux of a ſelfiſh mind. 

For by whatever motive urg'd to lend, 


E | | Whether | 


25 


3 Ax ESS ATV ow Tut 
Whether large int'reſt, or the love of praiſe, 
Or other ſecret movement of the breaſt, 
It matters not its origin to know : 
Since with deceptive hypocritic ſmiles, 
The deluſive flatt'ring ſhew of friendſhip, 
Such artful ſpecious phraſes were annex d. 
The credulous, but upright man was mock'd 
| Whence ſuch ungen'rous conduct had its riſe 
He beſt can aſcertain—this I aſſert, 
From extenſive charity, it ſprung not, 
From that divine, commiſerating grace, 
| Tho! veil'd beneath its ever ſacred name. 

For charity afflicts not, but relieves; _ | 
Hath no inſidious vie vs, diſtreſſing none. 
But comforts the diſtreſs d; ſecks not her own, | 
But waits th' auſpicious time, till bounteous heav'n 
Empow'rs the needy to repay the ſum. 

Or if unable to diſcharge the debt, 

Should th' adverſe ſcene have no propitious change; 

But the bright treaſure. be for ever loſt, 
Without a fierce exertion of the law, 

Kind charity reſtrains the,rig'rous ſuit 
Forbids ſtern threats to iſſue from the tongue, 


Nor 
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Nor with harſh'clam'rous accents grates the ear: 
Not only ſtops the torrent of ſeverliy , 
In acts tho' legal, to declining age, 

To infants, to the weak ſex, oppreſſive ; 

But checks its earlieſt motions in the breaſt, 
And will not ſuffer the ſtrict thought to live, 
Which, if encourag'd, cruelty enſues "ths 

Such cruelty, as with one fatal blow 
Diſqualifies, and incapacitates, 

Th' induſtrious, thoughtful, and laborious man 
For his dependent family to provide; 
Scizes his whole effects, his credit blaſts, 
Of all his furniture his houſe diveſts, | 
And ſcarcely leaves th unweaned tender babe, 
The ſmiling innocent, a bed whereon + | 
To lean its head, and take its calm repoſe 15 

Leſt the refulgent pile ſhould be diminiſh'd, 

Emit a feebler blaze, dart weaker beams, 

Should leſs attractive, leſs endearing'prove,— 

Can acts like theſe with charity conſiſt, |" 

With that beneficent, diffuſive good 

Which of a little will a ſhate impart, 

And with alacrity the poor relieve ?. 

Are they not repugnant to its nature? 

1 


7 


Do 
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Do they not thwart its nobleſt purpoſes ? 
And claſh diſcordant with its very name ? 
The charitable man is ever prompt 
To cancel, an inſolvent debtor's bond 
Will, what he might with juſtice claim, renounce, $4 
T' aſſuage the throbbings-of an anxiqus breaſt, 
To bid ſolicitude, and fear ſubſide, | 
And chaſe the gloomy phantom from his ſoul. 
Nay more, ſhould a freſh loan be requiſite 

| His ſtock t' enlarge, more amply to provide 
For his infant offspring, thronging round him 
With watry eyes, petitioning for bread— 
Long-ſuff ring Charity which hopes the beſt, 
Adds to the debt, and riſques a further ſum ; 
Nor ever murmurs ſhould the whole be loſt, 
For what's the loſs to him, who has a ſurplus ? 
Tis trifling, tis unworthy his regard 
V/ho's opulent, yet to the indigent, | 

'Tis as a fund, which ev'ry want ſupplies, 
By frequent lucrative returns in trade, 
Thro' which capaciaus channel, he. receives 
Enough t' aſſuage the ſorrows of his ſpouſe, 
To load, with bread, uplifted little hands, 
Which daily round his frugal board are ſpread, 


This 


g { 
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This welcome, this exhilarating change, 
When in the mirror of reflexion view'd, 
'Th' indulgent parent's breaſt with tranſport fills, 
Dejection diſſipates, his fears diſpels. 

lis late ſolicitude, and low'ring frowns 

Are now no more, but vanquiſh'd as a dream : 

Now calm content appears, and ſprightly joy; 
Eachfeaturf's crown'd with ſmiles, his forehead's ſmooth'd; 
A graceful ſweetneſs round his viſage beams, 
Whilſt the full ſoul with gratitude and praiſe 
Exulting ſwells, and breaks a paſſage thro? 
The cloſed lips, thoſe barriers of the tongue, 
Th' impriſon'd voice no longer is reſtrain'd 
From lauds, for ſuch an act benevolent 
But will the generoſity promulge; | 
Will his endearing benefactor bleſs ; 
Pour forth his warmeſt wiſhes for his good; 
Will ſupplicate kind heav'n, to diſpence | | 
His moſt diſtinguiſh'd favours, nobleſt gifts 
On him, who is the ſecondary cauſe | 
Of that wiſh'd competence he now enjoys, 
On that benign commiſerating man, 

Who makes the tide of life more calmly run] 

Rebates the fury of the troubled ſurge, 
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And bids the turgid ſtream more 80 flow: ; 
Extracts the venom from affliction's ſting; 
Sweetens th' unpleafant potion, in the cup 

And, leſs diſtaſteful, makes the bitter draught. 


Extatic thought—if acts beneficent, 
Can in receivers, ſuch effects produce; 
Can quell the throbbings of th' afflicted breaſt ; 
Alleviate ſorrow, and compoſe the mien; 
Can calm th' emotions of the troubled mind ; 
Can ev'ry ruffle on the forehead ſmooth, 
And floods of bliſs into the foul convey, 
Ready to ſink, beneath a load of woe— 
What ſecret ſprings of pleaſure muſt ariſe 

| Within the boſom, of that lib'ral man; 

From whoſe enlarged ſoul, and open hand, 
Such bleſſings flow, to ſuccour the diſtreſs'd ? 
With what complacency muſt he behold 
In contemplation's optic joyous ſcene, 

The tender parent with a bounteous hand, 
A competence diſpenſing to each child 
The frequent calls of nature to appeaſe z 
The languor of the ſpirits to revive; 


To glad the hour, whilſt ſmiles, the viſage, grace ? 
Thus 
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Thus nobly to employ the ſplendid duſt; 

Thus to co-operate, with the good ſupreme, - 
And after that great copy, to tranſcribe, 
Tho? faint the ſketch, imperfect be the draught— 
How glorious is th*-attempt, how worthy praiſe ? 
The thought mult be divine, that ſtimulates, 


That prompts to ſuch an act, and bears the mark, 


Th' impreſſion: of the deity itſelf, 

He, who for the needy makes proviſion ; 
With an affectionate, and tender care, 

Adopts them for his children, and becomes 
Another parent, to relieve the wants 

Of thoſe, whoſe happineſs he ſtudiouſly 


Attempts ; which gen'rous act, his own compleats 


By that aſſimilation to his God, 

This proves from whence the diſpoſition ſprung z 
Demonſtrates its affinity to heav'n. 

And by a ſecret magnetiſm, attracte 

The ſoul, by imperceptible degrees; 

'Till *tis conjoin'd to its original, 5 

Tis our propinquity to him, muſt make 

Us bleſt, and happy, perfect all our joys. 

For whilſt it moves, in concert with its ſource, 
The welfare of his creatures to promote; 


oo 
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'Tis favour'd with a pledge of future bliſs ; 
Participates angelic joys below ; 


Which in proportion ever will increaſe ; 


As to perfection, nearer it arrives, 


Tho! burthen'd, with a cumb'rous load of clay. 


ts 6 nt 
| Oh that th' idolatrous, that miſers could 
Taſte thoſe delights, which from beneficence, 


From kind, diffuſive, gen'rous actions low! 


Oh that they could commiſerate the griefs , 
Compaſſionate the woes, which ethers feel; 
And with complacency, their wants relieve | 


How would they diſregard the ſhining duſt, 


Look on each neighbour, as another ſelf, 
And joy they were intruſted, with the means, 


A ellow-creature's ſufferings to allay ? 


Evanpus's preſſing wants again recurr'd, 


Fre a remittance, to his friend, was made 


Or the leaſt portion, of the debt, diminiſh'd. 
To ſeek for ſuccour from Muti tus hand; 
To have recourſe to him for ſupply, 

His thoughts reluctant, ſtifle the addreſs , 


And blaſt the fo ry buds, of hope for aid yz 


From 
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From one, to whom th' arrears dus ſurmounted, 

More than his whole effects could then diſcharge. 

Which deep reflexion on his indigence 

And inability, ſuſpended traight, 

Each riſing expectation for a time. 

'Thus in his bteaſt contending paſſions roſe, 

| Which ſway'd alternate, in his anxious mind, 
Till by neceſſity compell'd to fl, 

To ſome communicative, lib'ral friend. 
Who takes delight, the needy to relieve. | 
This diſpoſition in Maxitivs lodg'd. = 3 
The well known man, this character had gain'd | 
From diſintereſted, former favours z 
With friendly counſel, credit to preſerve, 

As the ſole baſis, and ſupport of trade, 
Embolden'd thus to make his preſſures known 
By theſe incitements, theſe perſuaſſves prompt. 
Was yet abaſh'd t' unfold his wretched caſe z 
T' excite compaſſion in that gen'rous mind 
To bid the ſprings of pity flow afreſh, 
: And call commiſeration into act, 
Wich ſuch a diſcompos'd, and thoughtful mien, 
He bent his paſſage to his ſteady friend, 


And, without reſervation, told the whole. 
„ As 
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As penſive accents iſſu'd from his tongue 
In-artleſs phraſe, with great ſimplicity 
Free from diſſimulation's ſoothing tone ; 
Th' affecting narrative, a paſſage, found 
Into MAIL Ius“ fellow feeling breaſt. 1 
There bubbling ſprings of tenderneſs aroſe, 
Pleading the cauſe of virtue in diſtreſs ; 
And, by their kind emotions, prompt the man 
To a freſh proof of his humanity, - 
Tho! to reſtrain him from the gen'rous act, 
All former favours to his mind occurr'd, 
Then ſelfiſh thoughts, his treaſury forbid 
Him to unlock, and with a niggard hand, 
The ſparkling, impreſs'd, metal to withhold 
From one, whom want intitled to a ſhare, 
For his ſupport, whilſt in his voyage thro? 
This buſy ſcene, this probatory ſtate. | 
Soon were th' inclement advocates ſuppreſs'd j 
Their infant efforts with abhorrence quell'd. 
All that tenacity could urge to ſpare 
The golden hoard, was inſtantly ſubdu'd, 
When ſuff ring virtue wanted a ſupport, 


Not 
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Not a more haſte, the beamy morning roſe, 
Unbarr'd the gate of night ; and from the eaſt 
Darted a radiance to the weſtern ſkies; ; 

Diffus'd o'er all th' expanſe, the welcome „ 
Than to the burniſh'd ſtore, ManiL1vs fled, 
Thence for ExAx DER, took a bounteous ſum ; 
Which with an air of affability , 

With unaffected friendſhip, and reſpect, 

Th' endearing off-ſpring of benevolence; 

He readily enhanc'd the former debt, | 
And riſqu'd the payment of a larger loan, 
To calm the tempeſt of life's troubled tide. 


Pleas'd as the ſwain, when, from th' impending ſhow'r 
He, in ſome friendly manſion, hides his head; 
Till by kind winds, the threat'ning ſtorm's diſpers'd, 
And the black welkin a bright aſpe& wears, — 
Such were the grateful motions in his breaſt, 
At firſt conception—in their early dawn— 
Of acts ſo lib'ral—and unmerited— 
Yet thus repeated—with complacency— he” 
This, more maturely, with attention weigh'd, 
A warmer paſſion in his boſom glow'd ; 
The moſt exalted ſentiments: of love; 

„ The 


ö 
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The nobleſt flame that friendſhip can n inſpire, 

Or gratitude could kindle in the ſoul, 

Waked : in his mind the kindeſt diſpoſition, 

When in the moſt obliging manner, free, 

And unſolicited, he in return 

Propoſed to conſign his whole effects, 

Unto Maxit1vs, his experienc'd friend, 

And make him ſole proprietor of all 

Whate'er his houſe, his ſhop and books . 

EVANDER thus a teſtimonial gave 

Of confidence, affection, and regard, 

Leſt ſuch a pattern of beneficence, 

One of ſuch ſingular generoſity, | 

Should too much by theſe benefactjons loſs, 

Yet noble, and uncommon as 1t was, 

*T'was with a magnanimity of mind; 

With a diſintereſtedneſs advanc'd 

Above that abject littleneſs of thought, 

With which the human race too much are ſway'd ; 

With peculiar modeſty rejected. 

Till by Evaxpkn's importunities, 

He yielded the conveyance to accept, 

But purpos'd the ſecurity ſhould ſleep 

| As uſeleſs, in his cuſtody, ſhould not | 
. Appear 
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Appear to prejudice the induſtrious man, 
Such his intention—ſuch his fix d reſolve. 


Max1L1vs now inveſted with the pow'r 
At pleaſure, to diſtreſs th unhappy man, 
And with oppreſſive graſp, effect the ruin 
Of one, who ſought for ſuccour from his hand, 
And fled to him far ſhelter from the ſtorm, 
But with power in rigour to proceed, 

Could not with his munificence conſiſt, | 
No—that benevolent diſpoſition 

Which, late illuſtrious, in his boſom, ſhone, 
And by its promptitude to good, reſtrain'd 
The ſecret pleadings of avidity ; 

Will check, by its aſcendancy within, 
Each infant ſtruggle of illib'ral thought: 
This conqueſt ſtamps, upon our nobleſt part, 
That ray of immortality, the ſoul, 

The ſignature of the divinity. 

Nay more, if the ſame ſpirit is allow'd ; 
With virtues diff ring in degree, to ſhihe ; 
In magnitude and ſplendor to improve, 

And nearer by aſſimilation riſe, 

As by a climax to perfection's ſource; 
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It muſt be on compaſſion's tender wing. 
Which pity, ger'rous pity will expand 

Th' afflicted to protect, beneath its ſhade, 


Warm' d with a beam of animating hope, | 
That buſineſs might, by diligence increaſe, 
And all his wants impow'r him to ſurmount: 
With ardency his honeſt mind was bent, 
If poſſible, the great loans to leſſen. 
But ey'ry effort unpropitious prov'd; | 
All that Evanves, by his trade, could gaim, 
In decency, his progeny,. and wife 
Would ſcarce ſupport, with nature's: common calls, | 
Tho' with great prudence; and &conomy  ' - | 
With all that houſewifry her ſex'could boaſt, = 
His acquiſitions were: by her diſburs d; 
Yet vain, and: fruitleſt was th! attempt, 
With his affiduity connected 
To make a ſmall remittance, and diſcharge - 
Part of the debt due to their ſteady-friend; 


| Theſe good intentions; reach d Mantis ear, 

Thence found a paſſage to his noble mind 

And there impreſs d forgiveneſa of the whole, 
* Rather 
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Rather than ſeize what was his own by law. 
For thus he reaſon'd, on their adverſe ftate, _ 
How melting, how affecting is the tale, $i 

« Which now informs me of their willingneſs, 

hy eaſy payments to redeem, what they 

« Once juſtly claim'd, tho now to me transferr'd ? 

« Yet unavailing all their ſtruggles are, 

By pains, and parſimony to effect, 

« The wiſh'd redemption of their property, 

« For that great planet, which illumes the day, 

More than ſix times has thro? th* ecliptic run, 

Since the conſignment was to me deliver'd: 

% Yet not one ſhilling have I e' er receiv d, 
pe ſeal to break and cancel the conveyance - 
And ſhall they toil in vain for a releaſe 

From that ſolicitude, thoſe anxious cares, | | 
Which with their pond'rous load depreſs the ſoul ? 
No- will free them from th' uneaſy yoke. 
Sad is their caſe, and much to be bemoan'd; 
My bowels yearn, a flood of tenderneſs 
Invades my foul, and pleads in their behalf; 
Pleads with ſuch prevalence, 1 now reſolve 
The writing to'EvAnDER, to return, — 
Then haſted the benevolent Manizvs, 
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And in his hands, depoſited the deen. 
As an indemnity from fear of ill. 
With this injunction that it be deſtroy'd, 

Which would be full aſſurance of his ſafety. 


This unexpected, this uncommon act 

Of generoſity, and munificence, 

Causꝰ d an emotion in EvAxpER's heart | 

Paſt all deſcription; ſcarce to be conceiv! C. 
There joy, and gratitude his boſom fwell'd, 

And ſtruggled for a paſſage from his lips, 
Whence thankfulneſs, in falt'ring accents, flow'd; | 
Whilſt the big drops bedew'd his pallid cheeks, 
And to ſuch merit the due praiſe ſuppreſs d. 
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A T TEND, Virus, while the humble muſe, 
Fir'd with the love of virtue, and of thee; 
In artleſs numbers calls the wand'rer home. 
For you ſhe now expands her friendly wing, 


And labours to perſuade you to engrave 
Theſe dictates on the tablet of your mind. 


Whene'er SALACIA riſes to your view, 
In real ſhape ; While with unwary tread, 
You fray too near the portal of her dome. 
As from a monſter, bred on Afric's ſoil, 
Precipitate your flight; and as you fly, 
Beware of glancing back upon your bane. 
| @: 7 A ſe- 


So 


42 To VIRILIUS, 
A ſecond interview pleads for a third, 


The third a fourth, which conclude in freedoms 
That hurry dear VIII ius to hls ruin, 


Or if a wand'ring and unguarded chought 
Gonvey the fraudful image to your ſoul | 
With juſt abhorrence ſhrink, and with reſolves, 


Wulle in your youthful breaſt, ſome marks are found, 


Some ſparks of the divinity appear, 
Suppreſs the carlieſt notions of SaLacta, 
On preſent conduct waits your future fate; 
On errors paſt, reflect not but with grief: 
With deteſtation | horror! and remorſe | 
One guilty act tho' of the loweſt claſs, 
Merits a whole eternity of woe : 
Since it affronts the majeſty of heav'n, 


O © baniſh from your breaſt with pious rage 
The guileful, ever hated *® Milwoop's daughter 
Then ſtraight incline your ſteps to virtue's paths: 
So ſhall you riſe in the eſteem of alli 

But that unhappy wretch, the vile SaLacta | 


Whom I intreat you as a ſerpeng flee. | 
>» T0 
dee the Tragedy of Barnwell | 
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SCRIPTURE PHRASES, 


ELICIUS! liſten to the lowly (trains, 
Of one who zealous to preſerve the laws 
By heav'n preſcrib'd ; to guide the devious ſteps 
Of lapſed man, in virtue's ſacred road 
From violation rude, from uſe profane 
Whoſe friendly muſe in monitory verſe, 
Now to Cates thus attempts to ſing. 


Let the bold Atheiſt ſport with hallow'd lines 4 


The pureſt precepts with his drolls profane 


And lightly uſe the oracles of God. 
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G1 To CELDETUS . 


Be it your care no ſcripture phraſe to join, 

To the gay products of a hum'rous mind; 

Which to the truly great betrays a weakneſs 
An incapacity to form a jeſt, 

Without annexing ſurreptitiouſly, 

To your immoral words, the words of heay* n. 

What! tho' you to yourſelf may ſeem polite z 

The moſt accompliſh' of the human race; 

Your wiſer audience ſoon diſcerns the theft; 
And from your nauſeous nonſenſe ſtraight extracts 

I immortal dictates of the deity z 

The very life and ſpirit of your mirth, 

Thus of your borrow'd worth diveſted, think 

How nearly you've tranſcrib'd the fabled Creta: 

And bluſh to draw the parallel again, 

But leſt too weakly this affect my friend. 

See! with what great ſolemnity the law, 

On Sinai's top was to the Jews promulg'd ! 

What veneration to the mount was paid! 

None were allow'd its utmoſt verge to touch; 

Whether of brutal Kind or reas'ning man 

Since ſo much rev'renee to the place was due \ 

Tremble ſo rudely to intrude again 

On that from which It had its ſanctity, 


And 


To CELICIUS. 


| And is more venerable made, by nM 

Who perfected the work where Moss fail'd, 
Then be aſham'd with your inſipid thoughts ? 
Vilely to mix divinity itſelf : 

And ſo the higheſt ſacrilege commit; 
To be thought witty when the greateſt fool. 
Let the reflection of ſo black a guilt, 


45 


Correct the. enormous movements of your tongue; 


And ſet the organ to a proper key; 
The good of mankind and your MaxxR's praiſe, 
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| To tte S A M E. 


N 


AM BITIO N. 


W HlLkE the ambitious vell'd with pomp and noiſe, 
Or with the countleſs ſums of treaſure rapt, 


Warmly contend for the deluſive prize, 
Which heightens rather than thelr thirſt allays, | 
Far diſtant, dear Ctttetus, let us view, 

With pltylng eyes, the faſcinated race, 
Eagerly joſtle for a grain of duſt, 

Or breath of alr that's in a moment gone, 


Thus buſy emmets, whon th! jlluſtrious ſun, 


With his ſtrong beams, warms and illumes their orb; 
Toil with their loads to climb the ſteep aſcent, 
As thoſe to us, on their ſmall globe, appear 
Contemptuous, we to the Eternal ſeem, 

Nay, leſs, as atoms to the human eye, 


O AMBITION 47 
By magnifying optics unimprov'd 4”Q0 © 
Whoſe longeſt life's as the leaſt point of time, 

viewed in the ſame perſpective with Futurity, 


Tho lowly placd, ferenely let us paſk 
This probatory point, in firm allegiance, 
To the great Lord of univerſal nature, 
Pleas'd with the ſtate, omnipotence aſſigns, 
To his dependent vaſſals z and adore, - 
The mighty rnovonr, that rals'd us into being! 
Nor envy thoſe the airy acquiſitions, 
Of wealth ideal, tranfitory greatneſs, 
The pride of empires, and the beaſt of 2 


Vet ſueh a magnealmiey of ſpirit, 
Sueh thirſt of glory, merits our applauſe, 
As flr' d the breaſts of theſe Immortal“ Britons 
Who bravely ſought to ſave a ſinking land; 
Not with their own but Nation's good infpir'd, 


* Alluding to the heroes in the late war, 
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HEN the great PARENT of creation "Ur 'd 
The ſov'reign of this ſublunary orb; 
To bound his appetites, his paſſions rule, 

And fit him for the ſway of ſuch an empire : 
Straight a reflexive principle impreſs'd ; 

Which bids, forbids, and dictates what is right. 
Yet left him will and power to depoſe, 

Altho' not totally eradicate, 

The great directreſs of the human mind. 

This is effected, When the paſſions ſway, 

When the inſatiate appetites prevail; 

When with repeated draughts of luſcious wine, | 
The mem'ry's gone, the ſpirits are oppreſs'd 
Which ſhould direct and actuate the whole. 


Vino- 


— 


To VINO SIVU S. 49 
Vixosws, think how far — your rank, | 
How far you ſink below the nobler brutes, 

Which anſwer till the end of their creation. 

While you're unmann'd, incapable of empire _ 

And mult be govern'd by abſtemious men. 

Reaſon dethron'd ; and all reflexion loſt 1-. | 

Touch'd with the flame which fires your friendly 2 Bard, 
With the ſame ardor, that he dictates, act. 

Deteſt the philtrous juices of the grape, 

And wage eternal combat with exceſs. | 

When thirſt or nature are to be ſuffic'd, 

Never indulge your palate in its choice; 

Be ever jealous, leſt you're caught again; 

Ever ambitious to maintain your rule; 

The dignity aſſign'd you, as the regent, 

By the prime Author of this mundane frame. 


5 Exulting clap their wings, and tour the ſky. 
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Occaſion'd by the Taking of Pox ro- Beto 
by AoNIRaL VERNON. 


E E, fee PeTrRoNWws! how the Britons ſmile ! 

Extatic ſweetneſs ſmooths the wrinkled brow | 
Dwells on the cheek, and ſparkles in the eye, 
Of ev'ry zealous patriot, and plebeian ! | 
Whoſe glory with the Nation's lives, or dies. > 
Elate with conqueſt o'er th' aſpiring Dons, 
Their nerves are brac'd, their lethargy diſpel'd; 
And martial heat invigorates each breaſt, | 


Thus the harmonious tenants of the air, 
That *ſcape the limy twigs, or ſpreading net; 


Rouz'd 


To PET RON TUS 51 
Rouz'd from his den, or with keen hunger ſtung ; 
Not with more rage the rampant lion meets, 
And triumphs o'er th' ignobler brutal herd. 
Than Britain's ſons, fir'd with cheir country's good; 
Juſtly incens'd, meet the imperious foe z 
And triumph o' er th* invaſive ſordid hoſt, 
When led by thoſe illuſtrious ſons of mars | 
Immortal Vzaxox | and the great AkovLs | 


As fiery ſol, breaks with reſiſtleſs force 
Thro' a dark cloud, and, with majeſtic pride, 
His liberty, and empire, ſtill maintains. 
BRITANNIA riſes from a long eclipſe ; 

And ſeems to promiſe a refulgent day. 

O may ſhe ever thus victorious prove | 

And all thoſe treach'rous Machiavels ſubvert, 
That ſeek to waſte her power, and her wealth; 
Thoſe valu'd bleſſings of indulgent heav'n. 
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Impart the dictates of th eternal Mivp? 
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* 1 D E L 1 A. 


ON THE 


POWER or SPEECH. 


H INK * Fi iDELIA, that my words reflect 


Diſhonour on the office, but the Man; + 
Whoſe indolence of ſpeech but lulls his gock 3 | 


Or lets them wander from the paths of truth. 


In vain the virtuous lend a liſt ning ear 


While he ſo coldly, negligently reads 
The ſacred liturgy, the words of life, 


That not one half th' enfeebled voice can hear. 


Shall we not then, or is it criminal 
To wiſh for one, whoſe lips more fervently 


Raiſe 


\ 


\ 


'To FI D E L I A. | 53 


Raiſe the dead ſinner with emphatic ſound, 8 
And lift the living ſpirits with his o.]; 
'In prayers, and lauds, above the bluſhing ſky ? 
Who awfully the Decalogue delivers! _ 
And when the hallow'd roſtrum he aſcends ; 


At once informs the ear, and moves the ſoul, 


If heav'n's tranſcendent glories he diſplays ;, 


And point at pleaſure mortals cannot taſte, 
Aſſure us of a rich exhauſtleſs mine, 

As laſting as eternity itſelf. 

The MiskR ſtraight quits his purſuit of clay; 


Wiſely declines to hoard up burniſh'd duſt, 


And ſeeks more permanent, ſubſtantial wealth, 


Which fully ſatisfies the utmoſt wiſh, 
Of the moſt avaritious appetite, 
Which ne'er decays, nor cer can be diminiſh'd. 


The SensU'LIST too begins to loath his joys, 


And thirſt for thoſe which heighten with enjoyment ! 


In one extatic, endleſs torrent flow, 
For while he ſhadows out empyreal ſweets, 


With arguments too ſtrong to be withſtood, 
By all the ſtruggling appetites of ſenſe, 


When with th' emphatic pow'r of f. peech convey'd, 
. X Aſcendant 


54 3 To FIDELIA.. 
Aſcendant paſſions ſink, and nobly riſe, 
In queſt of more tranſporting ſcenes of bliſs, 
Charm'd with ideas of his greateſt good. 
Which ſhould he with a languid voice depaint ; 
All other efforts would abortive prove; 
Such charms has ſound ! ſuch is the Pow's or SPEECH | 


TO 


\ 


et 55 1 


T 14 


H 0 NOR 1 U S. 


ON THE 


Degrees of KNowLnzDo and Power of | 
EXAMPLE, 


HENCE ſpring the various ſentiments of men, 
But from the ſtrength of their perceptive pow'rs ; 
Knowledge improv'd, and reaſon's clearer views 

Of the effects of things, and their dependencies, 

Throꝰ diff rent optics by reflexion form'd ; 

The beſt of which are ſtill defective found. 

The head of the prime claſs of reaſoners; 

The moſt exalted ſublimated thoughts, 

Fall infinitely ſhort in their perceptions, 
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Of the great chain of nature, and its cauſe; 
While intercepted with corporeal clouds; 
Till rarified and purged from their droſs; 

For infinite perceptions are adapted. 
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To HONORIUS, 

3 Then ſay, how great's the pleaſure, or tis pain, 
3 Which with their conſciouſneſs muſt correſpond 
When the ideal powers are enlarg'd ? 

This, this compleats, and conſummates the whole. 
Nor think, Honortvs, that the loweſt claſs 
| Share leſs in theſe, than the ſublimeſt rank, 
Rais'd to the utmoſt height of perceptivity. 
Since they are ſuited to their intellects, 
Which, ah ! too oft are influenc'd to act, 
By the example of ſuperior pow'rs. 
As the great ſprings of action in machin'ry, 
| Ps by their 880 the whole, 


= 


Then, dear Howox1us ! think how circumſpeAtly | 
How cautiouſly you ever ought to tread !. 
Since by the ebullitions of the great, 
The paſſions of inferior minds are moy'd. 


EUMENES 4 


[ 57 1 
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0 0 


TESU s 1 
On the Vanity of Worldly Pleaſures. 


\NOUGH! 8 of theſe tranſient toys, 
Which have too long enſlav'd us with their charms; 
With wild chimeras fraught th* inſtructive mind ] 
Seiz'd our affections, and devour'd our time 3 
Which ſhould have been employ'd on nobler objects: 
Providing for the ſoul eternal bliſs, 

By forming there the image of our God. 

When they with expectation lift the Sovr, 

High as ideal pinnacles can raiſe it, 

And promiſe us a deluge of delight, 

A bliſsful paradiſe, a heav'n on earth! 

No ſooner with ſublimity of thought, 

We taſte the promis'd comfortable Cup 


But the delightful joyous ſcene is o'er | 
 - Whoſe 
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58. EUMENES ro TELUSIUSs. 
Whoſe compoſitions if prohibited, 

With floods of horror, anguiſh, and remorſe, 
Inceſſantly afflict and rack the guilty. | 
Allowable the repetition cloys, | | 
Palls, even in the height of the enjoyment : 

Thus bilks, and robs us of our happineſs ; 

And for freſh acqueſte leaves the lab'ring fancy. 
Forlorn ! diſcons' late ! in this wretched ſtate, 
The pitying Pow'r, the boundleſs Sovkcx of light, 
Darted into the clouded breaſt, a ſmall | 
Beam, a particle of his effulgence ; 

Which now, as the touch'd Needle to its pole, 
Perpetually inclines; the heavenly ray, 

Does ever tend to its Original; 45 

Yet will not go without the Sovr its errand: 
Which with impatient wiſhes wing'd, begins 
To ſoar, and flutter, round its porous cage; 
Longs, for enlargement, to aſcend above, 

The beauteous azure of the vaſt expanſe 

There to be united to the Dz1Ty : 

To correſpond with all- creating TrovenrT, 

And in the ſplendors of his Glory ſhare. 

Fluſh'd with ſuch contemplations on my home] 

_ ITloathall ſenſual ns, contemn | 


EUMENES T0 TELUSIUS. 


The pleaſures of this ſublunary world, 

Nay wiſh this tott'ring tenement would fall, 

Theſe walls of weak mortality decay, 
Which ſo impede my paſſage to the Bleſt. 

| How ſhall I joy to ſee the happy hour 

When the pale Tyrant with a cold embrace, 

Stagnates the purple. torrent in my veins, 
And lays this brittle manſion with the duſt : 

That my impriſon'd ſpirit may take wing, 

May with ſtrong flight to her empyreum tower. 

How could I ſmile at the deliverer ! 

And meet with extacy the ſkeleton [ 
Humanity would ſhrink at the reflection, 

And ſtraight recoil upon his bold advances : 

Did not a ſpark of the divinity, 

Not only rarefy, and purge the ſoul, 

From all its ſtains contracted in the fleſh : 

But ſpread its influence o'er the human frame, 

And conſecrate the whole corporeal mals ; 

That now, ſince its affinity to Heav'n, 

It ſ purns th' illuſive glories here below; 

And only waits till with a welcome ſtroke, 

*Tis uſher'd to the realms of laſting reſt. 


Till then Pl ward againſt their treacheries ; 
| IN I 2 


A ſtate : | 


"A Nate of innocence ſhall be my aimz - oo 
As far as human frailty will allow. | 

And what my vigilance cannot prevent, 

I'll mourn; and ſo engage the world's great Ransom 
To cancel the indictment when arraign d. 
Thus I'll defeat, and triumph in my conqueſt, 

O'er the fallacious enemies of Man. 


* - TA o - 


SEEMS JEWEL | 


To the 8 A M E. 


ON THE 


DEATH OF A MIS ER. 


AY, what avail thoſe heaps of burniſh'd duſt ? 
Since he's no more ! the groveling Mortal's gone 1 
And left the idol of his ſoul behind. 
The ſtores collected by his anxious toils; 
From Orphans, and defenceleſs Widows torn. 
Who on himſelf committed conſtant thefts, 
T' enlarge the yellow heaps of ſun-burnt clay, 
Depriv'd by a too parſimonius uſe, 
Of the rich bleſſiags of indulgent Heav'n. 
Forgetful, or regardleſs of the curſe ; 
Which like a canker waſtes the MiskR's wealth, 
That for ſubſtantial ſums, his heirs enjoy 
But golden dreams; a viſionary hoard! + 
The mouldy treaſure bilks-their budding bliſs. 


. EUMENES re TELUSIUS, 
[ | 0 hoy As evaneſcent infects diſappear ; | 

W So fade the glittring piles of ſordid earth 

[8 5 A Which the late Miſcreant fraudulently gain'd, x 


* Thus when we think with eager graſp to hold, 
4 > The vivid min'ral, it eludes our hope: 

b * So ſwiftly thro? our cloſing fingers lips, 

bi That not the ſmalleſt particle is caught. 
MY So ſubterraneous Moles oft hillocks raiſe, © 
That's ſtraight laid level with the flow'ry lawn; 
By the ſagacious cultivating Swain. | 
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FULVIUS To AMICUS, 


THE 


PENITENT.. 


O W ſhall my erring hand emp r expunge, 
Or how extenuate th enormous act! 
To plead the pow'r of paſſion is in vain. | 
To ſay that Reaſon and Philoſophy, „„ 
That all the guards of virtue were ſurpriz'd, 
Or overcome by the impetuous foe, | 
Would be impertinent and unavailing. 
To urge the imbecility of nature; 
That diſembodied and Angelic forms, 
Thoſe glorious ſons of heav'n alone are pure, 
Will not ſuffice t' obliterate the guilt : 
Nor will a ſtream of ſuppliant tears avail, 
Tho with a deep, unfeign'd contrition ſhed, 
Which Heav'n, all- good, indulgent Heay'n accepts, 
Who ſees the ſecret workings of my ſoul, 


1 e ONES I deteſethe ful, FE Fs by. 
5 Which from your mem'ry- nothing can eraſe / 5 . 
3 "Yor if "you Can forgive, you will ſuſpect me,. 


I Kad ever will reproach me with my conduct. 48 * | 
| * How execrable's the leaſt taint « of VICE, = | | 
© Which, tho'remitted, is indeſible | . 
Oh dire reflexion I. Heart-depreſligg Pe . | 
1 Muſt I not be remember'd but with horror ? 5 
q Nor without gereftation de beheld? „ 3 
. O innocence . O whither art thou fled, 2 199 1 Y 


” + , Thou ſource of Peace, and ſolace of the Soul. 5 — 

; 4 Couldſt thou return, 0 lovely beauteous form! 1 

q 7 With how much circumſpection would I guard . ' 
| The ebullitions of my treach'rous' heart, 

8 Which ſhall henceforward be my conſtant « care, 
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4. Line 1. for He rend eee bf and: | 45 
wok I. 10. for include 4 includes. Bi 
1. 15: for exbalts read exalts. 
I. 1. for nove read moves, ' 
„6. 1. 20. for a rive read ay river. 
p- 10. I. 4. for commiſſerating read — 
Rr. 1. 4. for Jum read um. 
. p. 19. | 8 for would read could. 

I. 6. for vanguiſb d read vaniſb d. 
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